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On the Grindstone Cigar Club website, the historical timeline mentions the following: 
 

“March 28, 1902:  At a meeting held by the Grindstone Club of De La Mar in Sheridan Hall on Tuesday 
evening, the question was brought up regarding the speed of our native jackrabbits.  Ed Durfor 
contended that it would take less than one minute for one of the supple animals to get out of sight.  
After Ed’s argument all of the club members coincided with him in every respect. 

 
My assigned mission was to do the research into whether or not there was an official Grindstone Club in 
Delamar, CA. If there were, the ramifications could be far reaching as we would have to change our number 
from “399” to “499” since we would be the fourth iteration, and that would affect our friends way back east! 
 
I have spent many hours researching news articles and have come to a conclusion which I will share at the end. 
 
 
 

  Heat killed a jackass. 
 
Contemporaneous with this time period, Captain J.R. DeLamar of New York and Salt Lake, millionaire copper 
operator and man of the world, has just paid a visit to his newly acquired property at Copper City in September 
of 1899 and on December 30, The Searchlight, Redding, California declared that DeLAMAR OWNS THE 
PROPERTY - Decision Rendered in a Case Involving Shasta County Mines. 
 
Delamar is how hidden under the water near the Squaw Creek arm of Lake Shasta is a “ghost town” called 
Delamar. It is 30 miles north-east of the City of Redding in an area previously known as Sallee for James Sallee 
(1849-1916) who owned the Bully Mines. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
Golden Eagle hosts Potts Cigar Store and his Smooth Diamond, “popular rendezvous”  
 
 
 



 
 
January 1901, the Grindstone Club was solidified into a cohesive body.  
 
It had been smoldering since at least 1894, as it is mentioned seven years prior to this article, District Attorney 
Isaacs brought the title “Grindstone Club” to Redding.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
August of 1901, Western Oil of San Francisco was so bothered by the opinion of the Grindstone Club that it 
wrote an anonymous article besmirching the club. It would seem that members of the Grindstone were against 
outside interests developing Shasta County. 
 
The interesting point here between the lines is that a powerful lobbying interest in one of the most 
metropolitan cities of its time thought the opinions of a small group of men in Shasta County were so 
powerful, they had to write a hit piece on them.  
 
It’s interesting that The Searchlight said the following: 

“The appended critique, which appeared in the Western Oil News of San Francisco, is given space in The 
Searchlight for the reason that it is sometimes good to see ourselves as others see us.” 

 
It begs the question, who at the Searchlight had beef against the Grindstone?  Politics as usual. 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 
January 1902, E A Sheridan played bass in a fundraiser to insure the schoolhouse with a “party of young men.” 
Apparently, he was a trusted businessman.  

(seperate article): Carl Baumann has gone to the Bay City on a business trip.  During his absence E. A. 
Sheridan, president of the Grindstone Club, will act as clerk of the hotel.” March 1902 

 
He was involved in the community and concerned with the quality of the educational system. This would serve 
as a great example of someone “to whom much is given, much is expected.” This tradition carries on to this 
day in our club. 
 



 
 
February 1902, Sunset Telephone Company favorably considered Sheridan’s shop for a telephone. 
 
 

 
 
Downtown Delamar. Notice the telephone pole. 



 
 
March 14, 1902, there had not been a meeting at the “time of the year”. Potts Chairs were a magnetism in 
front of his store, time for a yearly to “decide all affairs.” I believe that at that meeting, E.A. Sheridan was 
named President. Sheridan had a “Confectionary, Cigars and Tobacco” Shop in Delamar, CA.  
 
Two weeks later, on March 28th, this fact was underlined twice. 
 
 
 

 
 
March of 1902, Sheridan is called President in passing. This is the same day of the article which mentioned the 
“De La Mar Grindstone Club” which met at the Sheridan Hall 
 



====================== DE LA MAR GRINDSTONE CLUB ============================ 
 
Durfor, Ed:  March 28, 1902:  At a meeting held by the Grindstone Club of De La Mar in Sheridan Hall on 
Tuesday evening, the question was brought up regarding the speed of our native jackrabbits.  Ed Durfor 
contended that it would take less than one minute for one of the supple animals to get out of sight.  After Ed’s 
argument all of the club members coincided with him in every respect. 
 
 
 

 
Sheridan has a claim on mining interests. 
 
 
 

 



Potts officially advertised the Grindstone Cigar. 
 

 
A parade in 1902, most likely the Fourth of July. Notice the band in front and the prominent flag on the wagon. 
 

 
 
An article in early 1902, LaBonte was mentioned as being president the year prior (1901). 
 



 
 
By September of 1902, FX Labonte is a “charter member” and they rule that handshaking with politicians is 
limited to once a day during an election cycle. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
My first find of E.A. Sheridan, he owned claims in Delamar in early 1902. 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
By May 1903, Potts is mentioned as being president of the club. 
 
 
 

 
July of 1903, Carl Baumann owned the Baumann Hotel in Delamar. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
August 1903, Potts is again called President of the Club. 



 
 
January 1904, Grindstone will make a determination of official observance of Groundhog’s Day. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
June of 1911, Isaacs died of a heart attack. What is worthy of note, is that all of his associations were 
mentioned, but the Grindstone was not. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
July 1912, politicians as members of the Grindstone are mentioned when they vacation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 November 1914, charity game was played against local high school teams. 
 
1902, 1906, 1911, there were three devastating fires which wiped out almost all businesses and all the 
residences in town. Records were most certainly lost, as we have experienced in our recent history. 
 
The presidency was as follows: 1901– LaBonte, 1902–Sheridan, and then Potts in 1903 until 1907. I believe that 
the influence of the presidency made it look like there was a Grindstone Club in Delamar but I don’t believe it 
was a separate and apart organization.  
 
It is my opinion that the “De La Mar” chapter of the Grindstone was exactly that, a group of members of the 
Grindstone who had interests, businesses and homes in the Delamar area. It would be akin to when I was the 
President of the California State Juvenile Officers Association. I lived in Modesto, worked in Tracy, and our 
offices and mailbox were in Sacramento. When I was president, I brought 7 trainings to the area. It would have 
been easy, even in modern times, to confuse where I or the organization resided. 
 
So, President Sheridan from Delamar, had a meeting at the Sheridan Hall in Whitmore, for the Grindstone Club 
from Redding, CA. Aren’t we doing the same thing? We used to meet at Chester’s place, and then Rich’s, and 
now we are back at The Shack. The same club, different places. 
 
Without a “smoking gun,” I believe that the club designation of 399 is safe from change. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

           


